
MASCP supports community and regional 
organizing in Arcatao through our sister 
organization, CRIPDES. CRIPDES runs a small office 
in Chalatenango City, near Arcatao. 

Like all human rights organizations, it has costs 
related to a computer and copy machine, posters 
and flyers, phone service, bus transport for 
organizers and the like.  

At this critical time, there are also added costs 

related to community conversations around the 
mining issue. 

Donations from this newsletter are committed to 
increasing our support for CRIPDES’ human rights 
work so that folks in the region where Arcatao is 
located  are able to act on issues that affect their 
land and their daily life. 

Please give generously in the enclosed envelope.   
Your contribution is tax deductible. 

MASCP
Madison Arcatao Sister City Project

U.S.-El Salvador Sister Cities
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OUR PARTNER: 
CRIPDES
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From March 25th to April 6th, a 
delegation from Edgewood College 
travelled to El Salvador as part of 
the biannual Human Issues semi-
nar. Ian Davies and Marc Rosen-
thal led the group of ten students, 
also accompanied by three com-
munity members and long-time 
supporters of MASCP: Patrick Bar-
rett (UW Havens Center), Lenny 
Kanter (State of Wisconsin engi-
neer) and Stacia Corona (Edge-
wood College instructor).

The delegation visited San Sal-
vador, Cinquera, Victoria and, of 
course, Arcatao. In San Salvador 
we had the opportunity to com-
memorate Monsignor Romero 
and visit his casa-museo, the cha-
pel where he was assassinated, 
and his tomb at the national 
cathedral. We participated in a 
national gathering of CRIPDES 
communities. We visited with the 
popular education Equipo Maíz, 
with reformed gang members of 
Homies Unidos, and with the 
community organizers at the par-
ish of María Madre de los Pobres. 
All of this was a preamble to the 
intense and transformative experi-
ence of travelling to the campo and 
spending time with our partners 
in the rural communities affiliated 
to CRIPDES. From Cinquera, we 
will never forget the words of don 
Pablo Alvarengo, oral historian, 
who passionately recounted the 
lived history of his community. 
His words conveyed the poverty, 
repression and anguish leading up 
to the 1980–1992 civil war. 

After an overnight stay at Cin-
quera’s eco-lodge we went to the 

town of 
Victoria, 
where we 
were met 
by Norm 
Stockwell 
of W.O.R.T. 
Norm had 
organized a 
day of soli-
darity with 
W.O.R.T.’s 
sister radio 
station, Radio Victoria. Edgewood 
students spent the morning part-
nering with the youth who run 
Radio Victoria as they went about 
their programming activities, 
news-gathering, and broadcasting. 
In the afternoon, several delegates 
participated in a live radio inter-
view to discuss the anti-mining 
campaign.

In the aftermath of the recent 
killings of three anti-mining 
activists in the region, the inter-
national community has further 
united behind local residents in 
their campaign to reject the claims 
upon their land of the Canadian 
mining company Pacific Rim. As 
a result of this campaign, against 
the threat of ecological damage 
from cyanide extraction mining, 
the operators of Radio Victoria 
have themselves been targeted by 
death-threats. Never before has 
solidarity been more timely or 
more needed. On behalf of Sister 
Cities and W.O.R.T., we were able 
to express on air our support and 
commitment to their cause.

Following Victoria, and per-
haps the most memorable part of 

the entire delegation, came the 
home stays in Arcatao and our 
chance to connect with families 
on a personal level. We arrived 
shortly before the April 8th anni-
versary of the 1986 Madison Com-
mon Council resolution declaring 
the official start of our sistering 
relationship. In the 24 interven-
ing years, Madison has earned the 
special trust and deep friendship 
of our compañer@s in Arcatao. 
Each new delegation builds on 
and draws from the deep well 
of relationships and goodwill of 
those that went before. Whether 
celebrating Easter in processions 
and mass, sharing a meal and 
conversation in the homes of our 
hosts, bathing and picnicking at 
the Río Sumpul, or hiking up to 
La Cañada, each activity brought 
Madisonians closer to Arcatao in 
body and in spirit. As our friends 
opened their homes and hearts to 
us, another generation of students 
reaped the benefits of the Madison 
Arcatao Sister City Project’s long-
term commitment to sistering, 
solidarity and social justice.

SUPPoRt HUMAn RIgHtS woRk In ARCAtAo

The Edgewood College delegation to El Salvador.

Edgewood Students Visit El Salvador
By Ian Davies



By Fred and Barbara Arnold, Friends of MASCP

From March 18 to 27 we spent nine days in El 
Salvador with a 22-member delegation from 
United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. 
The purpose of the trip was to commemorate 
the 30th anniversary of the assassination of 
Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero. Romero’s 
presence remains a driving force of social change 
but the government of El Salvador had never 
acknowledged his enormous importance to the 
people until this year.

In June 2009 Mauricio Funes was elected 
president and broke the twenty years of rightwing 
ARENA’s strangle hold on El Salvador’s presidency. 
The President marched in the candlelight 
procession and in the resistance march to the 
Cathedral of San Salvador in recognition of 
Romero’s insistence on preferential treatment 
for the poor. In the candlelight procession, our 

delegation walked beside the President; we were 
almost close enough to touch him, even though 
he was surrounded by at least eight bodyguards. 
Walking in the candlelight procession was 
poignant. It made us think about the Madisonians 
who had accompanied our friends in Arcatao 
as they came home from Honduras in the late 
1980’s. On two different occasions women took 
Barb’s arm, walked with her for several blocks, and 
said, “Thank you for coming here to be with us.” 

The resistance march on the 24th was filled 
with bright banners representing the groups that 

had come to honor Romero and his “baptism 
by water, baptism by blood, and baptism by the 
people.” What stood out was the huge number of 
children and young people, marching to reinforce 
Romero’s legacy.

Later in the week Funes dedicated a mural 
celebrating Romero at Comalapa International 
Airport. Included with the mural is an 
official government apology and request for 
forgiveness for atrocities committed and for the 
government’s trampling of human rights during 
the 12-year civil war. 

Seeing the Wall of Memory and Truth, 
dedicated in 
December 
2003, for the 
first time was 
a truly moving 
experience. 
Reminding us 
of the VietNam 
memorial in 
Washington, 
DC, the wall 
contains 
30,000 names 
of civilian 
casualties in 
the last 30 
years, listed as 
either murdered 
or “disappeared.” Especially poignant is that 
Romero’s name, listed in 1980, is not highlighted 
at all; just one more Salvadoran civilian casualty, a 
man of the people. 

It is clear. A grass roots enactment of the 
Romero legacy is symbolized in the marches. An 
intellectual and spiritual embrace of the legacy is 
represented in packed churches, memorial Masses, 
and Romero-centered activities at the University. 
Finally, FMLN political success and the symbolic 
but very explicit acts of President Funes energize 
Romero’s legacy for all. 

Barb and Fred with banners of Romero

The Wall of Memory and Truth

Mauricio Funes marching in solidarity
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30th anniversary of the Assassination of Archbishop oscar Romero

Interested in joining a delegation to 
Arcatao someday?
It’s easy and the experience of a lifetime. Anyone is 
welcome to join our delegations and the best way 
to stay informed about upcoming opportunities 
is to join the MASCP friends list. We promise to 
only send 1-2 emails per month and to never 
share your information with others. Normally, 
MASCP  emails announce community events 
that are sponsored by MASCP and let you know 
of advocacy  actions that are urgently needed. 
We’ll also keep you posted about delegations and 
MASCP fundraising activities.  So—sign up on the 
enclosed response sheet and send it  to MASCP, 
Box 132, Madison, WI  53701



Meet a MASCP member—Brendan Fischer
I became involved with the El Salvador Sister Cities project in 
order to continue promoting development in el pulgarcito (little 
thumb of the Americas).

From 2006 until July 2008, I lived and worked in Nueva 
Esparta, a rural community in the Northeastern part of El 
Salvador (inside the department of La Unión) as a Peace 
Corps Volunteer. I was placed with the local government 
(the Alcaldia), and primarily tasked with promoting greater 
transparency, citizen participation, and efficiency. I also worked 
with youth in gender equity and environmental education, as 
well as nutrition classes in the local health clinic. I struggled to 
balance conflicting cultural, political, and diplomatic interests, 
but eventually became fully integrated into the community, 
and welcomed El Salvador into my heart.

When I returned home after two years of being warmly 
received and appreciated in a foreign country, I was shocked by 
the lack of compassion Salvadorans receive here from my fellow 
citizens and from the US government. In El Salvador, I had 
seen the devastating lack of economic opportunities available 
and also the critical importance of remittances (money) sent 
from relatives in the US. These remittances permit families in El 
Salvador to meet their most basic needs. 

I began law school at the University of Wisconsin 
immediately upon returning from El Salvador, and have 
since become involved in community activities to serve 
the immigrant community. In my opinion, international 
development and immigration policy are inextricably linked. I 
am passionate about ensuring that undocumented individuals 
in our country are treated fairly and allowed to fairly pursue 
their ambitions; however, I am also passionate about improving 
conditions in their countries of origin so that they can reach 
their full potential without having to emigrate. The Sister 
Cities project plays a valuable role in furthering the latter goal, 
and promotes the cross-cultural relationships necessary for 
compassion to thrive.
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Maria Luisa and Brendan Fischer in El Salvador

MASCP AnnUAL 
CoMMUnItY  
gARAgE SALE           

JUnE 19, 7 am – 4 pm

The MASCP community garage sale 
is in its fourth year and for those of 
you who have attended or helped 
with the garage sale, you know 
that it is a lively event that is only 
possible with the help of the entire 
MASCP community! Here’s how you 
can help this year: 

DonAtionS of gently used items 
to sell at our sale are most impor-
tant! Things that sell really well 
are housewares, books, toys, baby 
gear, furniture, linens, bikes, tools, 
etc. Kid’s clothes and unique adult 
clothes are great! No everyday adult 
clothing, computer equipment, skis, 
TVs or Christmas decorations, please. 
You can drop things of at 2525 
Chamberlain any time between 
June 1 & 18. Just leave them on the 
front porch. Call Carol at 274-5816 
to arrange for larger items. We can 
come and pick those up.

We also need bAkeD gooDS to 
sell.  Please drop these off ready to 
sell on June 18 or before 9 am on 
June 19th.

We also need A volunteer or 
two with A truCk who would 
be willing to do some hauling before 
the sale and at the end of the day on 
June 19th.

And finally, we would be delighted 
to have eArly-birD volun-
teerS to help get things out in the 
morning and freSh energetiC 
volunteerS at 4 pm to help get 
leftovers delivered to Dig and Save 
on South Park. Call Carol at 274-
5816 to volunteer.

MASCP supports scholarships 
for youth in Arcatao, El Salvador 
to attend the university; we buy 
embroidered items from the women 
in Arcatao to sell in Madison; we 
support Salvadoran efforts to stop 
gold mining in their country; we 
advocate with our legislators to help 
Salvadorans keep their right to speak 
out about issues that affect them; 
and we hope to educate people in 
Madison about life in El Salvador and 
link them in a variety of ways with 
their sisters and brothers in Arcatao.  

Your contribution is tax deductible. 
You may pick up a form on the 
porch when you drop off your 
donation. Thanks so much for 
contributing to the work of MASCP!! 



MADISon ARCAtAo SIStER CItY PRoJECt
Po Box 132, Madison  wI  53701 

phone: (608) 251-9280 ~ email: mascp@mascp.org ~ web: mascp.org

MASCP is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
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MASCP has  
a new address: 

MASCP 
Box 132  

Madison, wI 
53701

If any mail was returned 
to you during our 

address switch, please 
return it to the new 

address and accept our 
thanks for your trouble!!

MADISon ARCAtAo 
SIStER CItY PRoJECt
Box 132, Madison, WI 53701
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Many friends of MASCP have supported the 
people of Arcatao by writing to the CEo of Pacific 
Rim Mining Company protesting their suit against 
the Salvadoran government. the suit, based on 
CAFtA, seeks to force El Salvador to grant Pacific 
Rim a license to open a gold mine near Arcatao 
using cyanide leaching. Honduras and guatemala 
have the same kind of open pit gold mining.  
People there are experiencing sickness and water 
contamination.  

It is not too late. You can still help in two ways:  
1) write to thomas C. Shrake, CEo, Pacific Rim 
Mining Corp, 3545 Airway Dr, Reno, nV, 89511 
and urge them to drop their suit against the 
Salvadoran government. 2) Join the MASCP 
friends listserv to get future notices of urgent 
actions like this one. You can sign up on the 
response sheet included with this newsletter.  
we promise to only send out 1-2 email notices a 
month and to keep all your contact information 
confidential. thanks for becoming a friend!

Make your voice heard! Join the MASCP Friends listserv!
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